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Dear Friend,

I am so encouraged that you are reading this devotional. Regularly reading the 
Bible is one of the most important life habits you can cultivate. If you follow that 
up with the commitment to do what the Bible says, you are now on the greatest 
adventure this life offers. God’s Word deals with the most basic and important 
questions of life: Who is God? Who am I? How can I have peace with God 
through Jesus? How can I be transformed by the Holy Spirit? How does this 
changed life bring about the best sort of life possible? How can I know that I will 
be eternally secure in the next life? I do not know about you, but I think about 
these questions.

Here is another encouraging point: it does not require hours and hours each 
day to cultivate a steady habit of reading God’s Word. In fact, a consistent 
regular habit of reading 5-10 minutes per day can be more useful to you than 
only occasionally sitting down to read for an hour or two. This is because God’s 
Word is meant to be internalized. It takes time to read, consider, and understand. 
As you allow God’s Word to work on your mind and heart, you will find over time 
that God’s Spirit is also working in you!

Consider the words of Psalm 1:1-3: “Blessed is the man who walks not in the 
counsel of the wicked nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of 
scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on His law he meditates 
day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water, that yields its fruit in 
its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.”

Do you know what Psalm 1 is telling you? When you know God’s Word and live 
God’s Word, you will flourish like a tree that is planted just where it needs to 
be! God’s Word is a book unlike any other. It will challenge you, change you, 
energize you, and comfort you.

Friend, welcome to the adventure! 

God bless,  

Rob Wheeler – Senior Pastor

Dear Friend,



ROB WHEELER
rob@ostervillebaptist.org
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Dear Friend,



God created the world, and that includes you.  
At first everything was good, exactly as God 
intended it.  But now we all make wrong choices 
and commit wrong actions.  We live in God’s 
world but go our own way.  We fail to live up to 
God’s standards, and so we’re guilty.  The Bible 
calls this “sin.”  Our sin separates us from God.

“And this is the judgment: the light has come 
into the world, and people loved the darkness 
rather than the light because their works were 
evil.” John 3:19

We all want to feel good about ourselves, but we 
only experience true meaning when we connect 
with our Creator.  People try to find their way to 
God in many ways, but these efforts all fail.  Our 
sins are a barrier between God and us.

WHERE DID I COME FROM?

Finding the answers
to life’s biggest questions

WHY AM I HERE?

THE WRONG WAY TO GOD

God loves you very much and wants you to love Him in return.  You’re here because 
of His love and desire to have a personal relationship with you.  What you can’t do 
through your own efforts, God the Son, Jesus, did by coming to earth to die on the 
cross for you.  He took the punishment for your sin.  Jesus became the way between 
God the Father and you.

“I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through 
me.”  John 14:6
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Finding the answers
to life’s biggest questions

WHY AM I HERE?

THE WRONG WAY TO GOD

THE ONLY WAY  
TO GOD

God loves you very much and wants you to love Him in return.  You’re here because 
of His love and desire to have a personal relationship with you.  What you can’t do 
through your own efforts, God the Son, Jesus, did by coming to earth to die on the 
cross for you.  He took the punishment for your sin.  Jesus became the way between 
God the Father and you.

“I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through 
me.”  John 14:6

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes on him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life.”  John 3:16

And God proved that He 
accepted Jesus’s death as 
the only way to life by raising 
Jesus from the dead.  So, 
Jesus Christ is the only way 
for us to reach the Father 
(John 14:6).



Jesus invites us, but warns us, too: “Whoever 
believes in the Son has eternal life; 
whoever does not obey the Son shall not 
see life, but the wrath of God remains on 
him.”  John 3:36

If you don’t find your way to God through 
Jesus, you will never know God personally 
and your life will have no lasting value.  When 
you die, you’ll be separated from God forever.  
The Bible calls this hell.

But if you accept Jesus as your Lord and 
Savior, you will have a personal relationship 
with God and live with Him forever.  The Bible 
calls this heaven. 

WHERE AM I GOING?

WHICH WAY ARE YOU 
GOING?

Jesus said: “Truly, truly, I saw to you, 
whoever hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life.  He does not 
come into judgment, but has passed from 
death to life.”  John 5:24

Admit that you are a sinner and turn away from sin (see John 
8:11).
Believe (have faith) that when Jesus died on the cross He took 
away the punishment for all your sin and He rose to life again to 
conquer death (see John 1:29).
Receive (ask) Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.  “But to all 
who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God.”  John 1:12  

How do I find my way to God?
THERE ARE 3 STEPS TO TAKE

1
2

3
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A SIMPLE PRAYER
Here is a simple prayer you can use to receive Christ 
Jesus as your Lord and Savior.  It is a suggested 
prayer.  The exact wording doesn’t matter.  What 
counts is the attitude of your heart.

“Lord Jesus, thank You for showing me how 
much I need you.  Thank You for dying on the 
cross for me.  Please forgive all my failures and 
the sins of my past.  Make me clean and help 
me start fresh with you.  I now receive You into 
my life as my Lord and Savior.  Help me to love 
and serve you with all my heart.  Amen.” 

Jesus said: “All that the Father give me will come 
to me, and whoever comes to me I will never 
cast out.”  John 6:37

YOUR DESTINATION:  
A NEW BEGINNING

Becoming a follower of Jesus is only the beginning 
of an exciting journey.  Jesus called it being “born 
again” (see John 3:3).  It means that you now have 
a personal relationship with God as your heavenly 
Father.  You are not alone.  God sent the Holy Spirit 
from heaven to be your Counselor, to guide you into 
all truth (see John 14:26; 15:26; and 16:12-15).  He 
will help you live each day for God and to accept 
the changes He wants to make in your life.  You 
can depend on His power to enable you to grow 
as a follower of Jesus.  Being a follower of Jesus 
involves a whole new life.  Start now:

 » Read a part of the Bible each day.

 » Pray daily, as if talking to a close friend.

 » Join a local church where the Bible is taught.

 » Carry a portion of God’s Word with you.

 » Share your faith in Christ with others.

Admit that you are a sinner and turn away from sin (see John 
8:11).
Believe (have faith) that when Jesus died on the cross He took 
away the punishment for all your sin and He rose to life again to 
conquer death (see John 1:29).
Receive (ask) Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.  “But to all 
who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God.”  John 1:12  

How do I find my way to God?
THERE ARE 3 STEPS TO TAKE
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i Looking for Motive: Follow The Money Trail. Psychology Today.

 
ii The Briefin: August 23rd, 2016

  
iii Kidner, Derek. The Message of Ecclesiastes. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 1976. p. 56. 
iv How (and Why) Athletes Go Broke

 
Money, Possessions, and Eternity

Money, Possessions, and Eternity

vi God's Money and You: Part Four - Rules For Spending

The Road to Nowhere.

vi 

vi Sunde, Joseph. Timothy Keller on Work as Service vs. Idolatry.  Christianity Today International. 
https://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/2013/july/6070113.html.  May 15th, 2018.  
vi Living on the Ragged Edge  Thomas Nelson Publishing. 

vi Jeremiah, David. 31 Days to Happiness. W publishing Group. Nashville, TN. 2004. p. 151.
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Meat the Family that Never Learned to Walk on Two Legs. 

Restoring Your Spiritual Passion.
–

Ecclesiastes
Ecclesiastes

31 Days To Happiness: How to Find What Really Matters in Life.

The Second Greatest Teacher In The World: July 23, 2017. 

Be Satisfied. Victor Books. Wheaton, IL 1996. “Be” Commentary Series.
Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, Song of Songs

Where Does My Help Come From? Desiring

Where Does My Help Come From? Desiring

A Life Well Lived

The Case For Christianity.
31 Days To Happiness: How to Find What Really Matters in Life

A Soul Pit Stop. 

31 Days To Happiness: How to Find What Really Matters in Life

We Would See Jesus

Saving Faith Is Wanting Jesus. 

A Soul Pit Stop. 

31 Days To Happiness: How to Find What Really Matters in Life

Whoever Said Life Is Fair. 

The Song Of Solomon. 

A Life Well Lived

"Good Week for...All Humanity,"  (12-8-06), p. 4 
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For those who struggle with depression, thoughts of self-harm, or suicidal 
thoughts:  

• You are not alone. 25 million Americans report struggling with 
depression annually. 1   

Depression has a way of taking true problems and inflating them wildly out 
of proportion to reality. This can lead to hopeless thoughts and cause you to 
believe that there is no hope.  

‘Suicide claims more lives than war, murder, and natural disasters 
combined.’1   

• Hear what God’s Word is saying.  If you are breathing, there is hope!  

God loves you with an everlasting love and has drawn you with loving 
kindness.  He has a plan for your life and every day is precious. If you are 
struggling in your inner world, please let someone who you trust know. You 
don’t need to be ashamed and you don’t need to hide it.   
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1) ָהַלְך 980): Go 

Occurrences (approximately 1 549) 

1 . to go, walk, come 
a. (Qal): to go, walk, come, depart, proceed, 

move, go away 
b.  (Piel) 

i. to walk 
ii. to walk (fig.) 

c. (Hithpael) 
 . to traverse 

i. to walk about 
d. (Niphal) to lead, bring, lead away, carry, cause 

to walk 
 

A side note to fathers:  

More than anyone in this world, your life paints a 
portrait of the Heavenly Father to your kids.  

➢ Do your kids know the sound of your laugh?  

Dads teach your children to enjoy life with God! 
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 Eat (398) ָאַכל

Occurrences (approximately 81 0) 

1 . to eat, devour, burn up, feed 
a. (Qal): to eat  
b. (Hiphil): to feed 
c. (Piel): consume 

 

 Drink (8354) ָשָתה

Occurrences (approximately 21 7) 

1 . (Qal) 
a. to drink 
b. of drinking cup of God's wrath, of slaughter, 

of wicked deeds  
c. to feast 

 

 Enjoy (7200) ָרָאה

Occurrences (approximately 1 306) 

1 . to see, look at, inspect, perceive, consider 
a. (Qal) 

i. to see 
ii. to see, perceive 
iii. to see, have vision 
iv. to look at, see, regard, look after, see 

after, learn about, observe, watch, look 
upon, look out, find out 

v. to see, observe, consider, look at, give 
attention to, discern, distinguish 

vi. to look at, gaze at 
b. (Niphal) 

 . to appear, present oneself 
i. to be seen 
ii. to be visible 

c. (Pual) to be seen 
d. (Hiphil) 

i.  to cause to see, show 
ii. to cause to look intently at, behold, 

cause to gaze at 
e. (Hophal) 

 . to be caused to see, be shown 
i. to be exhibited to 

f. (Hithpael) to look at each other, face 
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621) ָעָשה 3) Do 

Occurrences (approximately 2628) 

1 . to do, fashion, accomplish, make 
a. (Qal): to do, work, make, produce 

i. to do 
ii. to work 
iii. to deal (with) 
iv. to act, act with effect, effect 
v. to produce 
vi. to prepare 
vii. to make (an offering) 
viii. to attend to, put in order 
ix. to observe, celebrate 
x. to acquire (property) 
xi. to appoint, ordain, institute 
xii. to bring about 
xiii. to use 
xiv. to spend, pass 

b. (Niphal) 
i. to be done 
ii. to be made 
iii. to be produced 
iv. to be offered 
v. to be observed 
vi. to be used 

c. (Pual) to be made 
d. (Piel) to press, squeeze 
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Side note to married couples: 

➢ Are you doing what it takes to enjoy life with the spouse whom you 
love? 

Strong marriages require our total commitment and devotion. Your marriage 
will be destroyed if you are giving yourself to pornography. It will suffer if you 
are fantasizing with even the idea of being with someone else. It will 
deteriorate if you are presently engaged in adultery – whether physically or 
emotionally.  

 Hand (3027) ָיד

Occurrences (approximately 1 61 7) 

1 . hand (of man) 
a. strength, power  
b. side (of land), part, portion (metaph.)  
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 Find (4672) ָמָצא

Occurrences (approximately 455) 

1 . to find, attain to 
a. (Qal) 

i. to find, secure, acquire, get (thing 
sought) 

ii. to find (what is lost) 
iii. to meet, encounter 
iv. to find (a condition) 
v. to learn, devise 

vi. to detect 
b.  (Niphal) 

i. to be found 
1 ) to be encountered, be lighted upon, 

be discovered 
2) to appear, be recognized 
3) to be gained, be secured 

ii. to be, be found 
c.  (Hiphil) 

i. to cause to find, attain 
ii. to cause to light upon, come upon, 

come 
iii. to cause to encounter 

 

חַַ 3581) כֹּ ) Might 

Occurrences (approximately 1 25) 

1 . strength, power, might 
a. human strength 
b. strength (of angels) 
c. power (of God) 
d. strength (of animals) 
e. strength, produce, wealth (of soil) 

 
 

אֹול  Sheol (7585) שְׁ

Occurrences (approximately 66) 
1 . sheol, underworld, grave, hell, pit 

a. the underworld 
b. Sheol - the Old Testament designation for 

the abode of the dead 
c. place of no return 
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i Nelson, Tommy. A Life Well Lived. Nashville: B&H Publishing Group. 2002, 125-126.  
ii Smethurst, Matt. “The Best Sermon on Christianity and Politics.” The Gospel Coalition U.S. Edition. 
Accessed June 13, 2018. https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/the-best-sermon-on-christianity-and-
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iii Ibid. 
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vii Ibid.  
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 (3808) לֹא

Occurrences  (approximate ly 5184) 
1. not, no 

a. not (with verb - absolute  prohibition) 
b. not (with modifier - negation) 
c. nothing (subst) 
d. without (with particle ) 
e . before  (of time) 
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Side  note: In order to fully understand any scripture 
verse , it is  wise  to read, not only the  verse  in question 
but the  surrounding verses  as  well. 
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To married couples  who are  struggling:  Res pond 
don’t React 

Reacting to one another leads  to hurtful words  and 
actions .  Instead, s tep away, pursue  Godly counse l, 
and then res pond in love . God knows your unique  
s ituation and is  ready and able  to heal even the 
most broken re lationships . 

To Parents :  Res pond don’t React 

Reacting to your rebe llious  or disobedient child 
leads  to fruitless  tes ts  of wills , ins tead res pond 
with Godly wisdom. 
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NEXT STEPS:
S U N D AY  C O N N E C T  T I M E

We would love to have you again on a Sunday morning 
and join us for Connect Time at 10:00am to meet the 
people of OBC over a cup of coffee.

L U N C H  W I T H  T H E  P A S T O R S

T H R I V E  S M A L L  G R O U P S

M O R E  D E V O T I O N A L S

Interested in learning more about OBC?  Join us for our 
next Lunch with the Pastors.  Contact the church office 
to learn more about the next scheduled lunch.

Want to get more plugged into fellowship?  Thrive small 
groups are a great way to learn about God and to get to 
know others!  The church office would love to help you 
find a group on a night of the week that works for you!  

For more devotionals in this and other sermon series, 
download the OBC App!  Print copies are also available 
at the Welcome Center. 

824 Main Street

Osterville, MA 02655

508.428.2787

info@ostervillebaptist.org

www.OstervilleBaptist.org

facebook.com/OstervilleBaptistChurch


