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Dear Friend,

I am so encouraged that you are reading this devotional. Regularly reading the 
Bible is one of the most important life habits you can cultivate. If you follow that 
up with the commitment to do what the Bible says, you are now on the greatest 
adventure this life offers. God’s Word deals with the most basic and important 
questions of life: Who is God? Who am I? How can I have peace with God 
through Jesus? How can I be transformed by the Holy Spirit? How does this 
changed life bring about the best sort of life possible? How can I know that I will 
be eternally secure in the next life? I do not know about you, but I think about 
these questions.

Here is another encouraging point: it does not require hours and hours each 
day to cultivate a steady habit of reading God’s Word. In fact, a consistent 
regular habit of reading 5-10 minutes per day can be more useful to you than 
only occasionally sitting down to read for an hour or two. This is because God’s 
Word is meant to be internalized. It takes time to read, consider, and understand. 
As you allow God’s Word to work on your mind and heart, you will find over time 
that God’s Spirit is also working in you!

Consider the words of Psalm 1:1-3: “Blessed is the man who walks not in the 
counsel of the wicked nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of 
scoffers; but his delight is in the law of the Lord, and on His law he meditates 
day and night. He is like a tree planted by streams of water, that yields its fruit in 
its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he does, he prospers.”

Do you know what Psalm 1 is telling you? When you know God’s Word and live 
God’s Word, you will flourish like a tree that is planted just where it needs to 
be! God’s Word is a book unlike any other. It will challenge you, change you, 
energize you, and comfort you.

Friend, welcome to the adventure! 

God bless,  

Rob Wheeler – Senior Pastor

Dear Friend,



ROB WHEELER
rob@ostervillebaptist.org
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Dear Friend,



God created the world, and that includes you.  
At first everything was good, exactly as God 
intended it.  But now we all make wrong choices 
and commit wrong actions.  We live in God’s 
world but go our own way.  We fail to live up to 
God’s standards, and so we’re guilty.  The Bible 
calls this “sin.”  Our sin separates us from God.

“And this is the judgment: the light has come 
into the world, and people loved the darkness 
rather than the light because their works were 
evil.” John 3:19

We all want to feel good about ourselves, but we 
only experience true meaning when we connect 
with our Creator.  People try to find their way to 
God in many ways, but these efforts all fail.  Our 
sins are a barrier between God and us.

WHERE DID I COME FROM?

Finding the answers
to life’s biggest questions

WHY AM I HERE?

THE WRONG WAY TO GOD

God loves you very much and wants you to love Him in return.  You’re here because 
of His love and desire to have a personal relationship with you.  What you can’t do 
through your own efforts, God the Son, Jesus, did by coming to earth to die on the 
cross for you.  He took the punishment for your sin.  Jesus became the way between 
God the Father and you.

“I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through 
me.”  John 14:6
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Finding the answers
to life’s biggest questions

WHY AM I HERE?

THE WRONG WAY TO GOD

THE ONLY WAY  
TO GOD

God loves you very much and wants you to love Him in return.  You’re here because 
of His love and desire to have a personal relationship with you.  What you can’t do 
through your own efforts, God the Son, Jesus, did by coming to earth to die on the 
cross for you.  He took the punishment for your sin.  Jesus became the way between 
God the Father and you.

“I am the way, the truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except through 
me.”  John 14:6

“For God so loved the 
world, that he gave his 
only Son, that whoever 
believes on him should not 
perish but have eternal 
life.”  John 3:16

And God proved that He 
accepted Jesus’s death as 
the only way to life by raising 
Jesus from the dead.  So, 
Jesus Christ is the only way 
for us to reach the Father 
(John 14:6).



Jesus invites us, but warns us, too: “Whoever 
believes in the Son has eternal life; 
whoever does not obey the Son shall not 
see life, but the wrath of God remains on 
him.”  John 3:36

If you don’t find your way to God through 
Jesus, you will never know God personally 
and your life will have no lasting value.  When 
you die, you’ll be separated from God forever.  
The Bible calls this hell.

But if you accept Jesus as your Lord and 
Savior, you will have a personal relationship 
with God and live with Him forever.  The Bible 
calls this heaven. 

WHERE AM I GOING?

WHICH WAY ARE YOU 
GOING?

Jesus said: “Truly, truly, I saw to you, 
whoever hears my word and believes him 
who sent me has eternal life.  He does not 
come into judgment, but has passed from 
death to life.”  John 5:24

Admit that you are a sinner and turn away from sin (see John 
8:11).
Believe (have faith) that when Jesus died on the cross He took 
away the punishment for all your sin and He rose to life again to 
conquer death (see John 1:29).
Receive (ask) Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.  “But to all 
who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God.”  John 1:12  

How do I find my way to God?
THERE ARE 3 STEPS TO TAKE

1
2

3
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A SIMPLE PRAYER
Here is a simple prayer you can use to receive Christ 
Jesus as your Lord and Savior.  It is a suggested 
prayer.  The exact wording doesn’t matter.  What 
counts is the attitude of your heart.

“Lord Jesus, thank You for showing me how 
much I need you.  Thank You for dying on the 
cross for me.  Please forgive all my failures and 
the sins of my past.  Make me clean and help 
me start fresh with you.  I now receive You into 
my life as my Lord and Savior.  Help me to love 
and serve you with all my heart.  Amen.” 

Jesus said: “All that the Father give me will come 
to me, and whoever comes to me I will never 
cast out.”  John 6:37

YOUR DESTINATION:  
A NEW BEGINNING

Becoming a follower of Jesus is only the beginning 
of an exciting journey.  Jesus called it being “born 
again” (see John 3:3).  It means that you now have 
a personal relationship with God as your heavenly 
Father.  You are not alone.  God sent the Holy Spirit 
from heaven to be your Counselor, to guide you into 
all truth (see John 14:26; 15:26; and 16:12-15).  He 
will help you live each day for God and to accept 
the changes He wants to make in your life.  You 
can depend on His power to enable you to grow 
as a follower of Jesus.  Being a follower of Jesus 
involves a whole new life.  Start now:

 » Read a part of the Bible each day.

 » Pray daily, as if talking to a close friend.

 » Join a local church where the Bible is taught.

 » Carry a portion of God’s Word with you.

 » Share your faith in Christ with others.

Admit that you are a sinner and turn away from sin (see John 
8:11).
Believe (have faith) that when Jesus died on the cross He took 
away the punishment for all your sin and He rose to life again to 
conquer death (see John 1:29).
Receive (ask) Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior.  “But to all 
who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of God.”  John 1:12  

How do I find my way to God?
THERE ARE 3 STEPS TO TAKE
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ἐνδύω (1746) 

Occurrences (approximately 31) 
1. to sink into (clothing) 
2.  to clothe one's self 
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κύριος (2962) 

Occurrences (approximately 755) 
1. he to whom a person or thing belongs, about 

which he has power of deciding; master, lord 
a. the possessor and disposer of a thing 

i. the owner; one who has control of the 
person, the master 

ii. in the state: the sovereign, prince, chief, 
the Roman emperor 

b. is a title of honour expressive of respect and 
reverence, with which servants greet their 
master 

c. this title is given to: God, the Messiah 
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λόγος (3056) logos 

Occurrences (approximately 338) 
1. of speech 

a. a word, uttered by a living voice, embodies 
a conception or idea 

b. what someone has said 
i. a word 
ii. the sayings of God 
iii. decree, mandate or order 
iv. of the moral precepts given by God 
v. what is declared, a maxim 
c. doctrine, teaching 

2. its use as respect to the MIND alone- 
 . REASON, the mental faculty of thinking, 

meditating, reasoning, calculating 
3. In John, denotes the essential Word (logos) of 

God, Jesus Christ, the personal wisdom and 
power in union with God, his minister in 
creation and government of the universe, the 
cause of all the world's life both physical and 
ethical, which for the procurement of man's 
salvation put on human nature in the person of 
Jesus the Messiah, the second person in the 
Godhead, and shone forth conspicuously from 
His words and deeds. 
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To those who feel they are too old to say “yes” to God, listen to these words 
from J. Oswald Sanders:  

Four major poets who lived to be over eighty years of age did 
more work in the last decade of their lives than they did 
between ages twenty and thirty. William Gladstone took up a 
new language when he was seventy, and at eighty-three he 
became the Prime Minister of Great Britain—for the fourth 
time. At eighty-three! … John Wesley was eighty-eight and still 
preaching daily with eminent success, eloquent power, and 
undiminished popularity. At eighty-eight! Every day! 
Michelangelo painted his world famous The Last Judgement 
when he was sixty-six.  
 
Shall I go on? I think I will – Sanders continues: “The late 
Canon C.H. Nash, who founded the Melbourne Bible institute 
and trained a thousand young men and women for Christian 
service, retired from his principalship at the age of seventy. At 
eighty, he received assurance from the Lord that a further 
fruitful ministry of ten years lay ahead of him. This assurance 
was abundantly fulfilled. During those years he was uniquely 
blessed in a ministry of Bible teaching to key groups of clergy 
and laymen—probably the most fruitful years of his life.”  

Don’t look up at the clouds and say, “My time has passed. It’s time for 
others to do the work of the church and others should pursue life.” 
That’s a bunch of hogwash! Now is the time to pursue life and do bold 
things for the Lord. 
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i Dwight Eisenhower, At Ease: Stories I Tell to Friends (New York: Doubleday, 1967). Found in Jeremiah, Dr. 
David. 31 Days To Happiness: How to Find What Really Matters in Life. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing, 
2013). 267. Kindle Edition. 

ii Swindoll, Charles. Living on the Ragged Edge, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2005). 281. 
 
iii Wiersbe, Warren. Be Satisfied, (Colorado Springs: David Cook Publishing, 2010). 118. 
 
iv Nelson, Tommy. A Life Well Lived, (Nashville: B&H Books, 2005). 164. 
 
v Krell, Keith. “Wise Beyond Words,” Bible.org.  Accessed 25, 2018. https://bible.org/seriespage/15-wise-
beyond-words-ecclesiastes-913-1020. 
 
vi Perry, Marvin, et.al., Western Civilization Vol. 1, MindTap edition, (Boston: Cengage Learning, 
2016), 8-5, Accessed July 19, 2018. 
 
vii Jeremiah, Dr. David. 31 Days To Happiness: How to Find What Really Matters in Life (Nashville: Thomas 
Nelson publishing, 2013). 256. Kindle Edition. 
 
viii Roxane S. Lulofs, “The Hit-and-Run Mouth,” Christian Herald, July/ August 1986. Found  in Jeremiah, Dr. 
David. 31 Days To Happiness: How to Find What Really Matters in Life. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson Publishing, 
2013).   335. 
 
ix Swindoll, Living.  
 
x “Epictetus Quotes”. BrainyQuote.com, (Xplore Inc, 2018). Accessed July 24, 2018. 
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/epictetus_106298. 
 
xi Ferguson, Sinclair. “The Tongue, the Bridle, and the Blessing: An Exposition of James 3:1-12,” 
Preached at Desire God 2008 National Conference. Desiringgod.org. Accessed July 25, 2018. 
https://www.desiringgod.org/messages/the-tongue-the-bridle-and-the-blessing-an-exposition-of-
james-3-1-12. 
 
xii Ibid. 
 
xiii Ibid. 
 
xiv Nelson, A Life, 168. 
 
xv Swindoll, Living.  
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 (6026) ָעַנג

Occurrences (approximately 10) 
1. to be happy about, take exquisite delight 
2. to make merry over, make sport of 
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 (3708) ַכַעס

Find all occurrences (approximately 26) 
1. anger, vexation, provocation, grief 
a. vexation 

1. of men 
2. of God 

b. vexation, grief, frustration 
 

34

week 10



➢ 
➢ 

➢ 

35

DEVOTIONALS



➢ 

iv  

36

week 10



v

vi  

37

DEVOTIONALS



.vii 

38

week 10



.viii 

➢  

39

DEVOTIONALS



40

week 10



• 

• 

• 

41

DEVOTIONALS



42

week 10



➢ 

43

DEVOTIONALS



➢ 

44

week 10



45

DEVOTIONALS



➢ 

 
 

46

week 10



i Montgomer, Lucy Maud. Ann of Green Gables, (Minneapolis: First Avenue Editions, 2015). 336. 
 
ii  Kidner, Derek. The Message of Ecclesiastes, (Downers Grove: Intervarsity Press, 1976).  100. 
 
iii “Freedom by the Spirit,” Biblegateway.com. Accessed July 31, 2018. 
https://www.biblegateway.com/resources/commentaries/IVP-NT/Gal/Freedom-Spirit 
 
iv Kaiser, Walter. Coping with Change, (Ashland: Christian Focus Publishing, 2013). 179. 
 
v Illustration by Kristin Baker 
 
vi Jeremiah, Dr. David. 31 Days To Happiness: How to Find What Really Matters in Life (Nashville: Thomas 
Nelson publishing, 2013). 256. Kindle Edition. 
 
vii vii Piper, John. Don’t Waste Your Life, 11-12. 
 
viii Ibid., 13. 
 
ix MacArthur, John. Rediscovering Expositional Preaching quoted in Akin and Akin, Exalting Jesus in 
Ecclesiastes, 124. 
 
x Mohler, Albert. He Is Not Silent, p. 51. 
 

xi Nelson, Tommy. A Life Well Lived, (Nashville: B&H Books, 2005). 203. 
 
xii Philips quoted in Swindoll, Charles. Living on the Ragged Edge, (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2005).  358.  
 
xiii Quoted in Jeremiah, Searching for Heaven on Earth, 305. 
 
xiv Nelson, A Life Well Lived, 198. 
 
xvStedman, Ray. “Begore It’s Too Late.” Raystedman.org. Accessed July 31, 2018.  
http://www.raystedman.org/old-testament/ecclesiastes/before-its-too-late. 
 
xvi Piper, John. “Trading Fear for Fear.” Desiringgod.org. Accessed July 31, 2018. 
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NEXT STEPS:
S U N D AY  C O N N E C T  T I M E

We would love to have you again on a Sunday morning 
and join us for Connect Time at 10:00am to meet the 
people of OBC over a cup of coffee.

L U N C H  W I T H  T H E  P A S T O R S

T H R I V E  S M A L L  G R O U P S

M O R E  D E V O T I O N A L S

Interested in learning more about OBC?  Join us for our 
next Lunch with the Pastors.  Contact the church office 
to learn more about the next scheduled lunch.

Want to get more plugged into fellowship?  Thrive small 
groups are a great way to learn about God and to get to 
know others!  The church office would love to help you 
find a group on a night of the week that works for you!  

For more devotionals in this and other sermon series, 
download the OBC App!  Print copies are also available 
at the Welcome Center. 

824 Main Street

Osterville, MA 02655

508.428.2787

info@ostervillebaptist.org

www.OstervilleBaptist.org

facebook.com/OstervilleBaptistChurch


